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New Chabahar pact ‘not exempt’ from Iran sanctions: US.

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The new 10-year agree-
ment between India and
Iran to develop the Chaba-
har port carries the “po-
tential risk” of sanctions,
the U.S. State Department
said on Tuesday, casting a
cloud over whether the
special exemption India
had received from the U.S.
in 2018 will still be applica-
ble for the next phase of
development and invest-
ments in the Iranian
project.

In particular, India’s
plans under the new agree-
ment to invest approxi-
mately $120 million in
equipment for the port
and a credit window of
$250 million are likely to
be under the scanner if the
US. decides against ex-
tending its sanctions carve-

out for India.

In response to specific
questions about the long-
term contract signed bet-
ween India Ports Global
Ltd. and Port and Maritime
Organisation of Iran on
Monday, in the presence of
Shipping Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal and his Ira-
nian counterpart Mehrdad
Bazrpash in Tehran, the
State Department spokes-
person said the U.S. had
noted the agreement and
said there was “no” specif-
ic exemption for it.

“We’re aware of these
reports that Iran and India
have signed a deal con-
cerning the Chabahar
port,” US. State Depart-
ment spokesperson Ve-
dant Patel said.

“As it relates to the Unit-
ed States, U.S. sanctions on
Iran remain in place and
we'll continue to enforce
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Officials during the signing of the deal between India Ports Global
Ltd and Ports and Maritime organisation of Iran on Monday. PTi

them,” he said, adding that
all entities considering bu-
siness deals with Iran
“need to be aware of the
potential risk that they are
opening themselves up to
and the potential risk of
sanctions”.

The statement by the
U.S. that came hours after
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the signing of the contract
in Iran is significant as In-
dia has thus far managed
operations at Chabahar’s
Shahid Beheshti Terminal
despite stringent sanctions
on companies otherwise
dealing with Iran.

In 2018, a carve-out
made by the previous

Trump administration had
been seen as a considera-
ble success for India-U.S.
diplomacy, and for India’s
plans to support the then-
democratic government in
Afghanistan.

Carve-out clause
According to the US’s
carve-out clause, detailed
in amendments to the Iran
Freedom and Counter-Pro-
liferation Act (IFCA) made
in November 2018, the U.S.
President could authorise
exemptions to sanctions
imposed against Iran in
two cases: humanitarian
aid for Iranian people, and
assistance for Afghanistan.
Section 1244 of the IFCA
(f) states that “The [US]
President may provide for
an exception from the im-
position of sanctions un-
der this section for recon-
struction ~assistance or

economic development for
Afghanistan” provided it is
in the “national interest of
the United States”.

A third exception, a six-
month waiver on oil im-
ports from Iran ran out in
2019, and India complied
with the U.S. demand to
“zero out” its purchases of
Iranian oil.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry declined to com-
ment on the US’s res-
ponse. However, it is
understood that officials
are studying the comments
with a view to whether
they indicate any impact
on the U.S. position on In-
dia’s future dealings on
Chabahar.

With election under way
in India, and due in the
U.S. later this year, a clear-
er picture may not, howev-
er, appear for several
months.




Wax treatment for joint injury

Q: | fractured
my ankle five
months ago.
Under
continuous
stress, say
when you
leave your legs dangling for
over an hour, they swell up.
On the doctor’s advice, |
underwent wax treatment.
What is the basis for using
wax? Can one not use hot
water instead of wax?
A: The swelling in the ankle
and foot is due to an increased
accumulation of lymphatic
fluid around the injured area.
This is because of gravity.

The principle behind wax
treatment is the latent heat
given off by the molten wax
(above 45 degrees C) during its
cooling process.

This heat enlarges the blood
vessels (a process called
vasodilation) below the
applied area and helps to
effectively drain the
accumulated fluid.

This temperature is quite
bearable and soothing.

But the latent heat given off by
hot water, at about 100
degrees C, is certainly harmful
to the human body.

Hot water can also be used
at bearable temperatures but it
cools far more rapidly than

The latent heat given off by the molten wax during
cooling enlarges the blood vessels and helps to drain
the accumulated fluid. GETTY IMAGES

molten wax.

In the case of molten wax, moreover, the
latent heat given off during its change of
state, from liquid to solid, helps in
vasodilation as well.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’




Wax treatment for joint injury (15 May)

"l fractured my ankle five months ago. When | leave my legs dangling for over
an hour, they swell up. My doctor suggested wax treatment. Why wax? Can't |
just use hot water instead?"

e Swelling in the ankle and foot happens due to the build-up of lymphatic fluid around the
injury, especially when the legs are left hanging for long.

e Wax treatment works by using the heat from molten wax (abov
during its cooling process.

5 degrees Celsius)

e The heat from the wax enlarges the blood
vessels (vasodilation) below the applied area,
helping to drain the accumulated fluid
effectively.

e The temperature of the wax is bearable and
soothing. ‘

e Hot water, on the other hand, can be harmf
to the body, especially at its boiling p
about 100 degrees Celsius.

e  While hot water can be used at b
temperatures, it cools ‘wn m
molten wax.

e Additionally, the heat réleas
change from liquid t d state
vasodilation.
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Young p ay when there is no vision

, two yo people in Kota, Rajasthan, committed suicide due to the stress of
exams, which is a common occurrence in the area known as the "coaching
ndia.

e Everyyear, many students across India take their lives because of the pressure of
competitive exams and social expectations, often mentioned in suicide notes.

e The authoris concerned about this trend and urges immediate attention to prevent more
tragedies.

e Family pressure is identified as a significant factor contributing to the stress students
face, but the author believes it can be mitigated with better priorities and awareness.



e The author suggests that examination boards and regulating authorities can control other
factors contributing to student stress.

e The author emphasizes the need to prioritize students' well-being over exams and
grades, stating that policies should prioritize students' needs.

e |tissuggested that young people need to be reassured of their importance and that
policies and practices should prioritize their welfare.

The rise of coaching institutes

e The National Testing Agency (NTA) bases entrance exams for various courses on the

NCERT/CBSE syllabus, which is considered positive.

e However, the proliferation of coaching institutes and the sing
immense stress for students.

e Many students who succeed in these exams sacrifi adolg coming
socially inept and overly focused on academics.

e These students lack social skills beyond academic ' e often described as
"walking machines." ‘

e Coaching institutes often operate in unsafe Buildi impose rigorous schedules on
students, starting as early as 5 a.m.

e Some residential coaching institutes udents' lives from a young age,

depriving them of a normal childh
e The author questions t‘purp
"zombies" focused solely om,exa

After school

e The Common i ance Test (CUET) was recently introduced for undergraduate
Ihi University.
school-leaving board marks or undergraduate marks for

Some parents, including first-generation learners, have fallen for these promises, often
taking loans they cannot afford.

e However, relying solely on CUET scores has not been effective, leading to unsatisfactory
outcomes over two years.

e The National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) and Joint Entrance Examinations (JEE)

present even more challenging situations.



Focus on the personal interview

The casualties of these circumstances are the children, who represent the future of India
and the world.

The author suggests strengthening government schools by hiring good teachers and
improving infrastructure, while private schools can fulfill additional needs.

While the National Education Policy focuses on schools, more emphasis should be placed
on the quality of school education.

State, CBSE, and other boards should be standardized to avoid undermining the efforts
students put into their education.

If necessary, a common entrance exam can be considered, but only if deemed necessary.

can discuss their strengths and interests.
Academic scores from 12 years of schooling should no i ed by exams like
CUET or JEE.

Class 12 board exams should carry suffi&t wei
abilities showcased in a personal interview.
JEE, CUET, or NEET can be additional*cri
Personal interviews provide students
respectful interview panel.

St. Stephen’s College h‘succe
leading to positive outcom

ith'personal talents and

determinant for admission.
eop nity to express themselves to a
sonal interviews for over 70 years,
desperate measures.

%ir worth beyond just academic marks.

ir value.

ers, and parliamentarians, especially those from Kota,
ll-being of young people to ensure their future.



Candid notes on the NHRC's status deferral

India (NHRC) was formally informed late

last week that the deferral of its status
would continue for a year more. The deferral was

ce by the sub-committee on

accreditation (SCA) of the Global Alliance of
National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) for
a year, in 2023. While the SCA did not agree with
the plea of some leading international
non-governmental organisations, to put the
NHRC in category ‘B’, it also rejected India’s
request to lift the deferral.

The NHRC chairperson, a former Justice of the
Supreme Court of India, Justice Arun Mishra, and
the government may have been unhappy with the
continuing deferral but are sure to be relieved
that they have avoided the ignominy of a
downgrade. The NHRC, directly and, the
government, from behind the scenes, had
lobbied hard for the deferral to be removed and
the cloud over India’s ‘A’ status goes away. Justice
Mishra retires in early June and, if the new
government to be formed in June after the
general election 2024 does not reappoint him, he
will be the first NHRC chairman to leave the
organisation with the sword of Damocles hanging
over its head. This would only strengthen the
initial doubts raised about his appointment.

T he National Human Rights Commission of

The NHRC brochure

A peep into Justice Mishra’s approach to human
rights is available from a brochure published by
the NHRC, titled ‘Human Rights 75°. The
document was put out as part of the celebrations
of ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’. In its introduction
the document sought to establish that “India’s
earliest civilisations... laid the fundamental
edifice for some basic human rights principles”.
To substantiate this point it referred to ancient
texts such as the Vedas and the Upanishads. It
rightly asserted that they promoted the
exploration of spiritual truths. Thereafter, the
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Much of the
sm of the

weaponising
human rights is
valid, but the
continuing
deferral of the

hard questions
in India

publication went on to state, “The concept of
justice and fairness is also central to ancient
Indian literature. The Manusmriti, while
reflecting the social norms of its time, also
outlines principles of justice, including
punishment proportionate to the crime”.

For crores of historically disadvantaged
Indians, the Manusmriti is the fountainhead of
the evil of discrimination and violence they have
suffered. Its mention in a NHRC document,
despite the routine caveat attached to the
reference, will be outrageous to them and to
those who are pledged to uphold the Indian
Constitution. Was the Manusmriti’s mention an
oversight or does it reflect the considered views
of Justice Mishra? Even at this stage a clarification
would be useful. He would certainly know that
the foundational values of the Indian Constitution
are in direct conflict with the basic postulate:
the Manusmriti.

Drifting away from the Paris Principles?
rtainly, the GANHRI's decision has not been
uenced by the reference to the Manusmriti but
ause of the belief that India has not been
ering to the Paris Principles. In early 2017, the

participation in the work and pammpauon of the
GANHRY, as well as the work of the Human Rights
Council and other UN mechanisms”. On the Paris
Principles the NHRC noted, “The United Nations’
Paris Principles provide the international
benchmarks against which the National Human
Rights Institutions (NHRIS) can be accredited”.
The Paris Principles were adopted by the UN in
1993. The NHRC stated that the Paris Principles
set out “six main criterions that NHRIs are

expected to meet. These are: Mandate and
competence, Autonomy from Government,
Independence guaranteed by a Statute or
Constitution, Pluralism, Adequate Resources; and
adequate powers of investigations. The GANHRI
found the NHRC, India compatible with these
criterion” and so gave it ‘A’ status. That was then.
But now, the GANHRI’s doubts continue,
obviously.

This is a peer-reviewed evaluation

The GANHRI evaluation process is a
peer-reviewed one and hence cannot be
dismissed as the government has done, since
2019, any criticism of the human rights situation
in India. Indeed, External Affairs M_l ster S.
Jaishankar has been especially sensitive to
charges of the Narendra Modi government falling
short in observing civil liberties and fundamental
freedoms. He has, in response to criticism of
India on these issues, pointed to the deficiencies
in the West on these fronts. He has been
acclaimed in India for doing so. Much of the
criticism of the West for weaponising human
rights is valid but the diplomacy of criticising the
West and those who lecture India need not have
been abrasive. Firmness does not need the use of
the bludgeon of harsh language but the rapier of
logic and reason. It also requires the acceptance
that India, like all other countries, is not perfect.
But such approaches are considered timid in
these muscular times.

It is not clear if the Jaishankar muscular
approach was adopted by the NHRC in dealing
with the SCA. If it was, it has obviously not
succeeded. The continuing deferral proves this.
But there is a more substantial issue involved.
This is the attitude of the government towards the
NHRC. Doubts arise because of the nature of the
appointments to it and also because of the
continuing vacancies in the body. Finally, the
NHRC itself has a lot to introspect about.

The NHRC(National Human, Rights C@mmission of India) is a statutory body constituted under
the Protection offHuman Rights Act, T993. It's responsible for protecting and promoting
humangnights inIndia, asdefined by the act: "Rights Relating To Life, liberty, equality and
digniity of thejindividual guaranteed by the constitution or embodied in the international
covenants andenforceable by courts in India”

under theyMinistry of Home Affairs.

Members: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is composed of a Chairperson and
eight other members. Those eight members are: Four full-time members. Four deemed

members.

Established: October 12, 1993
Chairperson: Arun Kumar Mishra
Headquarters: New Delhi, India

. The National Human Rights Commission is




Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions(GANHRI) is recognised, and is a trusted
partner, of the United Nations. It has established strong relationships with the UN Human
Rights Office, UNDP and other UN agencies, as well as with other international and regional
organisations, NGOs, civil society and academia.

e Vision: A world where everyone everywhere fully enjoys their human rights.

e Mission: To unite, promote, and strengthen National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs)
to operate in line with the Paris Principles and provide leadership mthe promotion and
protection of human rights.

e Founded: 1993 (originally as the International Coordinating Co

e Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.

Structure and Governance

e GANHRI is a membership-based organization with a globa

e It has a governance structure that includes a Bure
representing the four regions of GANHRI (Africa, Ame

e The UN Human Rights Office acts as the secretari

Membership ®

e As of December 2023, GANHRI has 120 m

o 88 A-status accredited NHR

acific, and Europe).

iant with the Paris

Principles)
o 32 B-status accredited NHR ially compliant with the Paris
Principles).
Activities ‘
e GANHRI works to strengt : 2nce and effectiveness of NHRIs around the
world.
e It provides trainin
e It advocates [ romotion of human rights at the national,

regional, and

The Natiomal Human Rights Commission of India (NHRC) was informed that its deferral

status would continue for another year.

e The deferral was decided by the sub-committee on accreditation (SCA) of the Global
Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) in 2023.

e Some leading international non-governmental organizations proposed categorizing NHRC

in category ‘B’, but this was not accepted by the SCA.

India's request to lift the deferral was also rejected by the SCA.




e NHRC chairperson, Justice Arun Mishra, and the government may not be happy about the
continuing deferral but are relieved to avoid a downgrade.

e NHRC and the government lobbied hard to remove the deferral and regain India’s ‘A’
status.

e Justice Mishra is set to retire in early June, and if the new government elected after the
2024 general election does not reappoint him, he will be the first NHRC chairman to
leave with unresolved issues.

e This situation may raise doubts about Justice Mishra's appointme NHRC chairman.

The NHRC brochure

e Justice Arun Mishra's approach to human rights is eviden
Rights 75" published by the NHRC.

e The brochure was released as part of the celebrati

e |t claims that India's earliest civilizations laid the foun
principles, citing ancient texts like the Vedas and

e The brochure also mentions the I\/Ianusr‘ti, sta i ts‘principles of justice,
including proportional punishment for crim

e However, for many historically disa
discrimination and violence they have

e Mentioning the Manusmriti in a ent, despite the usual disclaimer, may be
perceived as outrageo.by tho olding the Indian Constitution.

e [t raises questions about w. on of Manusmriti reflects Justice Mishra's

considered views or if i

HRC's status is not influenced by the mention of Manusmriti
at India is not adhering to the Paris Principles.

work, the'Human Rights Council, and other UN mechanisms.

e The Paris Principles, adopted by the UN in 1993, provide international benchmarks for
accrediting National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs).

e NHRC noted that the Paris Principles outline six main criteria for NHRIs to meet: Mandate
and competence, Autonomy from Government, Independence guaranteed by a Statute
or Constitution, Pluralism, Adequate Resources, and adequate powers of investigations.

e NHRC was found compatible with these criteria by GANHRI, leading to its ‘A’ status.



e However, GANHRI's doubts about NHRC's adherence to the Paris Principles persist,
resulting in the continued deferral of NHRC's status.

This is a peer-reviewed evaluation

e The evaluation process by GANHRI is peer-reviewed and cannot be disregarded, despite
the Indian government's dismissal of criticism regarding human rights since 2019.

e External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has been sensitive to allegations of the Modi
government's shortcomings in upholding civil liberties and funda

e Jaishankar has responded to criticism by pointing out deficiencie
issues, earning praise in India for doing so.

| freedoms.
the West on these

e While criticism of the West for weaponizing human rights
need not be abrasive but should rely on logic and reason.

id, diplomatic responses

e However, such approaches may be considered tim
approaches.

e It's uncertain if Jaishankar's muscular approach w.
the SCA, as the continued deferral sugg& it ha

e There are concerns about the government's@itti
about appointments and ongoing va

e NHRC itself needs to reflect on its acti

Lame excuses (16 M

Biren Singh continuesto b

e Overthreey Statlin Myanmar led to the junta seizing power and
cracking down r democracy and ethnic rights.
As a result, ially ethnic minorities, fled to neighboring countries like

s, especially those of Chin ethnicity, were treated favorably by the

lizo people, considered as ethnic brethren.

in Manipur, led by Chief Minister N. Biren Singh, refugees did not receive such
favorable treatment and were stigmatized.

e The Manipur government, with a preponderance towards ethnic majoritarianism,
conflated refugee issues with cross-border drug trade.

e Recent moves by the Manipur government, such as ending the Free Movement Regime
and announcing plans to fence the India-Myanmar border, reflect this stance.

e Chief Minister Singh attributed violence in Manipur, including ethnic conflicts, to his
government's actions against "poppy cultivation" and "illegal immigration."



The challenge of extra-pulmonary TB (

However, this viewpoint oversimplifies and biases the ethnic conflict, highlighting the
government's failure to build confidence among the Kuki-Zo community.

The militarization of Manipuri society, including vigilante groups with sophisticated
weapons, has exacerbated law and order problems, reflecting poorly on the
government's handling of the situation.

Without a change in approach and leadership in Manipur, the situation is likely to
worsen.

Tuberculosis (TB) primarily infects the lungs, known as p
cases affect other organs like lymph nodes, brain, gut, an
pulmonary TB (EPTB).
Organs like the brain and eyes have immune privileg
even after lung TB is treated.

s to persist

EPTB presents a public health challenge‘ossibly
detect and may resemble other non-TB condition
The World Health Organization (WH
with India accounting for 27% of the

d, as it is harder to

regular TB tests and cagffect any
Many EPTB cases may not have g lung infections, making their true
prevalence hidden.

ocus on pulmonary TB due to its higher burden

While efforts to elimi
f ffects a significant number of people.

and roleins
Underdiagnosi
loss or bli

ad to irreversible damage to infected organs, such as vision

Despite TB-causing mycobacteria being isolated in various organs, including the eyes,
many healthcare providers treating TB are unaware of this connection.

Accurately diagnosing EPTB and initiating proper treatment is challenging even for those
who are aware of the disease.

Lack of formal protocols for exchanging information among specialists in different
medical fields leads to fragmented knowledge about EPTB.



e In 2014, experts from various health institutions, WHO, and Cochrane Infectious Disease
Group collaborated to develop INDEX-TB guidelines for managing EPTB in India.

e They also released clinical practice points for 10 organs affected by EPTB, but evidence
quality was adequate only for five organs, and the implementation of these guidelines
has been limited.

e There's a need for a unified approach to EPTB management, especially in high TB burden
countries like India.

e Hospitals must improve data collection on EPTB cases, as current
departments of large public hospitals, while specialist departme
have inconsistent data practices.

e Specialist departments should capture patient data and

ersrely on TB
managing EPTB often

Research priority

e Key aspects of extra-pulmonary TB (EPT‘incIu ction spreads and the
TB bacterium's interactions with our organs
e EPTB patients may continue to exhi ' fter completing anti-TB
therapy, leading to ongoing symptom
e Forexample, in the eyes, an autai gered by the original TB infection
can cause persistent in‘mmati
e Similar immunological me i
prolonging the disease bacteriathave been cleared.

munological tools like single-cell RNA sequencing.
echanisms, physicians may continue prescribing long-

ting INDEX-TB guidelines, formulated over a decade ago, need updating with the
a and experience, incorporating inputs from various specialized healthcare

e Approximately one in five TB patients have EPTB, but many cases go undiagnosed, and
those diagnosed often cannot access proper care unless they visit specialized health
facilities.

e |t's essential to improve awareness and understanding of EPTB and develop
comprehensive protocols to ensure proper diagnosis and treatment for affected
individuals.



On the importance of regulatory sandboxes in
artificial intelligence (15 May)

On the importance of regulatory
sandboxes in artificial intelligence

to regulatory

has posed both unprmedemed
uppurtunme\ and mmple X
challenges for soci
applications continue to proliferate acr
industries such as healthcare,
transportation, finance, and more,
concerns have emerg d regarding ethical
implica S , and potential
i ated with their de
sponse, many governments and
regulatory bodies have turned to
innov ppro uch as “Al
regulatory sandboxes” to strike a balance
between fostering Al innovation and
ensuring responsible development.

To regulate but not restrict
Regulatory sandboxes have become a
mificant instrument in various

countries, used to evaluate innovations

within a defined and monitored time

frame while being subjes gulatory

oversight and controlled constraints. This
valuable tool for

furnishing them with

advantag
with emerging technologies. v
-based approach empowers
3 s to adopt a well-informed
in crafting legal and po
responses that foster beneficial
innm':ltinn Fnr bu»ine»sE\ eng‘ ed in

catalyst for fostering innovation,
supporting economic growth, and
ensuring re\pumlble governance ina

jurisdiction:

\\ hﬂe the 1meptln on of the first formal
often attributed to

U.K., numerous 0
umdmed or :|1111uu11Led

buth dnnuum.ed dl‘ld npemtlun.ﬂ within
the financial s

In ]m:ln all financial sector
gulators mdndmg the Rcsen Bank ut

Dumlnprmnl ﬁ\uthurlt of India, Pensi
Fund Regulatory and De

Authority, and International Financial
Services Centre Authority, have launched
theu’ reapem\e reg.uldtur\ dndh: Xes,

enacted the ]\amatakﬂ Innovation
Authority Act, 2020, establishing an
Innovation Authority dedicated to
promoting and regulating innovative
technologies through a regulatory
sandbox model. Notably, the recently
passed Telecommunication: 20
proposed a regulatory sandbox where
central Government has the authority to
e‘;tahhsh one or more regulamr\

lmhtau innovation and [uhnuh gical
development in th
telecommunications,

manner and duratio;

implementation.

The benefits of regulatory sandboxes
In the di

regulation, the

sandbo

1sed to evaluate innovations within a defined and monitor

sandbox provides a controlled
environment for experimentation,
offering invaluable insights into Al
nologies capabilities and limitatio

while fostering collaboration between
innovators and regulators. Additionally, i
promotes transparency and

ccountability by requiring participants to
disclose information about their Al
models, addressing concerns about
opacity and enabling tailored regulations.
Furthermore, by mandating risk
asse: K safe rds, the sandbox

spment within thu industry.
of the European L

Act, has the provision of a regulatory

s ndbux to test technology

ha\ e established the statute of the
Spanish Agency for the Supervision of
i igence (AESIA), ahead of
the European regula n artificial
intelligence. This regulation will mandate
member states to designate a ‘national
supervisory authority’ responsible for
seeing the implementation of
gulatior Al
Globally, there is a competitive race to
regulate and harness Al's vast potential.
The EU has come up with an Al Act, the
ed a white paper on the Al
Bill of Rights, and the U.K. has a national
Al Strategy. China is trying to regulate

innovat

India’s approach to Al
In India, NITI Ay

which led to the establ
national Al Portal. The

d a report on Al
highlighting Indiz

onomic ambitions,
ethical considerations, job creation,
industrial transformation, and overall
societal welfare. As a global technology
hub, the chair of the Global Partnership
on Arnhual Inrelhgenm 1nd the DE‘“‘II

policymakers, Al dev elnpmem
towards sustainable growth.

A regulatory sandbox should not be
viewed as an approach to directly govern
AL but rather as a progressive step
preceding formal legislation. It serves as a

aratory measure tailored to Ind

future regul:ltur actior
s needs and developments in the
pe. By providing
environment for testing innovati
apphcat

tion and ensuring ethical,
transparent, and accountable Al
implementations.
Sanhita Chauriha is a Data Priva
Technology Lawyer.

e Regulatery sandboxes are like safe spaces where companies can test new innovative
ideas, especially in the field of technology, without facing all the regular regulations
and restrictions right away.

e [t allows them to experiment, gather data, and understand how their ideas work in the
real world without the usual legal consequences.

e |t's a way to encourage new ideas and innovations while still protecting consumers and

the market.



Regulatory sandboxes have become a significant instrument in various countries,
used to evaluate innovations within a defined and monitored time frame while
being subject to regulatory oversight and controlled constraints

To regulate but not restrict

The development of Artificial Intelligence (Al) technologies presents both great
opportunities and complex challenges for societies globally.

Al applications are spreading across various sectors like healthcare, transportation,
finance, etc., but this raises concerns about ethics, data privacy, a

To address these concerns, governments and regulatory bodies adopting innovative
strategies like "Al regulatory sandboxes."
These sandboxes are environments where Al technologies$ ¢a eloped
under controlled conditions.

They aim to strike a balance between encouraging
responsible development by providing a framework ting Al systems.
ate potential risks

th in the Al sector.

Through regulatory sandboxes, stakeholders can i
associated with Al deployment while prc‘oting innovation

sed inWarious countries to evaluate
nder regulatory oversight and controlled

Regulatory sandboxes are significant
innovations within a defined time
constraints.

idence about the advantages and potential

announce@ and operational, in the financial sector across 57 jurisdictions worldwide.
In India, all financial sector regulators have launched their regulatory sandboxes, and
Karnataka has enacted the Karnataka Innovation Authority Act, 2020, establishing an
Innovation Authority dedicated to promoting and regulating innovative technologies
through a regulatory sandbox model.

The Telecommunications Act 2023 in India proposed a regulatory sandbox where the
central government has the authority to establish one or more sandboxes to promote

innovation and technological development in the field of telecommunications.



The benefits of regulatory sandboxes

India’s approach to Al

Regulatory sandboxes are proposed as a valuable tool in the discourse surrounding Al
regulation, offering an alternative to strict, detailed regulations.

These sandboxes provide a controlled environment for testing Al technologies, allowing
for experimentation and collaboration between innovators and regulators.

They promote transparency and accountability by requiring participants to disclose
information about their Al models, addressing concerns about opacity and enabling
tailored regulations.

Additionally, regulatory sandboxes mandate risk assessments an
encouraging responsible innovation and mitigating potenti
applications.

Article 53 of the European Union’s Al Act includes

Intelligence (AESIA), preceding the European reg

Globally, there's a competitive race to regulate a tential, with the EU,
the US, the UK, China, and Singaporegall dev
area.

In India, NITI Ayog releged a dis
to the establishment of the"ati .
The Ministry of Electr, on Technology (MeitY) released a report on Al
[ ' | vision through seven working groups.

ssion paper outlining a national strategy for Al, leading

The Digital Indi oses regulating Al through separate laws and regulations.
India's interest. i i compasses economic ambitions, ethical considerations,
i rmation, and societal welfare.

egulatory sandbox is envisioned to guide Al development towards
able growth.

The regulatory sandbox is not meant to directly govern Al but to precede formal
legislation, serving as a preparatory measure tailored to India’s specific circumstances.
By providing a controlled environment for testing Al applications, the sandbox allows
stakeholders to assess risks, refine regulatory frameworks, and foster collaboration.
This collaborative approach promotes responsible Al deployment and positions India at
the forefront of shaping effective regulatory frameworks for emerging technologies.



e |t's crucial to determine the most viable and efficient approach for India to strike a
balance between fostering Al innovation and ensuring ethical, transparent, and
accountable implementations.

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION:

Question: Discuss the potential of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in improving the effectiveness of e-

governance in India. (150 Words/10 Marks)
Wholesale price inflation hit a
April (15 May)

Prices of food articles rise at the fastest pac ' months;‘potatoes and onions
surge 72% and 60%, respectively, lifti to 23.6%, while paddy
prices rise more than 12%

e In April, India's Wholes* price j 3-month high at 1.26%, up from

0.53% in March.

e This increase was mainl od prices and a 1.4% rise in fuel and power

and onions experienced significant inflation, with rates of 72% and 59.8%,
ively, up from March.

e The Wholesale Food Index rose by 5.5%, the highest rate in eight months, while the
deflation in manufactured products narrowed to 0.4% in April, down from 0.8% in March.



Comparison between the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) and the Consumer Price

Index (CPI)
1. Meaning:
e WHPI: It tracks the change in prices of goods sold in bulk by wholesalers.
e CPI: It monitors the change in prices paid by customers to retailers.
2. Publisher of Index:
e WHPI: Published by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
e CPI: Published by the National Statistical Office, Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation, and Labour Bureau.
3. Base Year:
e \WPI: Base yearis 2011-12.
e CPl: Base yearis 2012.
4. Frequency:
e WPI: Components like primary articles, en
published weekly, while the overall index is
e CPI: Published on the 14th of every mont
5. Source:
e WPI: Based on production values of item
e CPI: Based on daily househ
6. Measurement:
e WPI: Measured at the first stage ction, involving wholesale dealers
and manufacturers.
e CPI: Measuredi@t the fi

saction, where customers pay the

price.
7. Number of Items:
e WHPI: Includ 7 items.eovering primary articles, fuel, and manufactured

prod
CPI: C

448 it in rural areas and 460 items in urban areas.
gro ounts for about 24.4% of total weight.
up weighs about 39.06%.

WPI: Tracks items like minerals, basic metals, machinery, and manufacturing.
e CPIl: Monitors education, communications, housing, recreation, transportation,
and beverages




PRELIMS PRACTICE QUESTIONS:

Question 1: Solar storms are eruptions of
energy from the Sun's surface. What is a
potential consequence of a strong solar
storm on Earth's infrastructure?

(a) Increased crop yields due to enhanced
sunlight

(b) Disruption of power grids and
communication networks

(c) Improved air quality due to reduced solar
radiation

(d) Faster melting of polar ice caps
Question 2: What is a preventative measur
some countries take to mitigate the effects
solar storms on their infrastructure?
(a) Planting more trees to ab.b sola
radiation

(b) Investing in stronger and
power grids

(c) Stockpiling addit
power generation
(d) Launching satelli

Answer: (b) Disruption
communication netwo

natjon: Upgrading power grids with
ection and redundancy measures
help minimize disruptions caused by

r storms.

(c) Improve &
temporary pai
(d) Completely restore full range of motion in
a joint

od circulation and provide

Answer: (c) Improve blood circulation and
provide temporary pain relief

Explanation: Paraffin wax therapy is used for
its mild heat which can:

Improve blood flow to the area, potentially
aiding in the healing process.

Offer temporary relief from pain and stiffness
associated with joint injuries.

Question 4: Wax treatment is NOT generally
recommended for which of the following
conditions?

(a) Sprains and strains

(b) Open wounds or irritated skin

Answer: (d) All of the above

Explanation: Wax treatment might not be
suitable for all joint injuries. It's generally not
recommended for:




(c) Arthritis with significant inflammation
(d) All of the above

Open wounds or irritated skin: The heat can
worsen irritation or cause burns.

Arthritis with significant inflammation: The
heat might further aggravate inflammation.
Conditions where increased blood flow is not
desirable: In some cases, increased blood
flow could be counterproductive.

Question 5: The Grande Prairie Forest Area is
located in which province of Canada?

(a) British Columbia

(b) Alberta

(c) Saskatchewan

(d) Manitoba

Answer: (b) Alberta
Explanation: The Grand
is situated in the provi

irie Forest Area
of Alberta, Canada.

Question 6: The Grande Prairie Forest Area is
part of the boreal forest biome. What are
some of the characteristic tree species found
in this biome?

(a) Oak, maple, birch

(b) Spruce, pine, fir

(c) Teak, mahogany, ebony
(d) Palm, banyan, rubber

Question 7: The Grande Prairie Forest
might be economically impor‘ﬁ for
following reason(s):

(a) Extensive farming and agri
(b) Rich deposits of mineral
(c) Production of ti r
(d) All of the above

lanation: The Grande Prairie Forest Area,
h its abundance of coniferous trees, is

ely a source of timber that can be used for
various wood products in the lumber and
construction industries

Question 8: What a

service
(b) Right't
services
(c) Right to fairahd responsible pricing
(d) All of the above

afety from hazardous goods and

Answer: (d) All of the above

Explanation: The Consumer Protection Act
grants consumers various rights, including:
Right to information: Consumers have the
right to be informed about the product or
service they are purchasing, including details
like price, composition, and manufacturing.
Right to safety: Consumers have the right to
be protected from unsafe goods and services
that could cause harm.

Right to fair and responsible pricing:
Consumers are protected from unfair pricing
practices like misleading discounts or
excessive pricing.




Question 9: In case of a consumer complaint
under the Consumer Protection Act, which of
the following bodies can the consumer
approach for redressal?

(a) Local police station only

(b) District Consumer Forum

(c) High Court directly

(d) Manufacturer of the product

Answer: (b) District Consumer Forum
Explanation: The Consumer Protection Act
establishes a three-tier redressal system for
consumer disputes. The first level is the
District Consumer Forum, handling claims
with a value up to Rs. 1 crore.

Question 10: Which of the following is NOT a
right provided to consumers under The
Consumer Protection Act, 20197

a) Right to safety

b) Right to be informed

c) Right to return goods for any reason
d) Right to seek redressal

Answer: c) Right to ret
reason

d provided to consumers

s
nd Consumer Protection Act, 2019.
is includes protection from hazardous
ds or services. b) Incorrect. The right to
informed ensures that consumers have

access to accurate information about the
quality, quantity, potency, purity,

price, and standard of goods or services. d)
Incorrect. The right to seek redressal
empowers consumers to seek compensation
or resolution for grievances arising from the
purchase of goods or services.

Question 11: stion: Under The Consumer
Protection Act, 2019, which authority is
responsible for the settlement of disputes
between consumers and companies?

a) Central Consumer Protection Authority
(CCPA)

b) National Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (NCDRC)

Answer: b) National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (NCDRC)

Explanation: The National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (NCDRC) is the apex
consumer dispute redressal forum
established under The Consumer Protection
Act, 2019. It handles disputes involving
claims exceeding Rs. 1 crore or those against




c) District Consumer Disputes Redressal
Forum (DCDRF)

d) State Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commission (SCDRC)

Question 12: What does the Wholesale Pri
Index (WPI) measure in the context of
inflation?

a) Consumer price fluctuationsat the
level ‘a
b) Changes in the cost of goo
purchased by households
c) Price changes of

d) Fluctuations in
services traded

decisions of State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commissions.

Option Analysis:

a) Incorrect. The Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA) is responsible for
promoting, protecting, and enforcing
consumer rights, but it does not directly
handle dispute resolution between
consumers and compani ) Incorrect. The
District Consumer Disputes Redressal Forum
(DCDRF) is responsible [
involving claims
district level. It i

involving claims
s. 1 crore at the

*The Wholesale Price Index (WPI)
the average change in the selling

oods sold in bulk by manufacturers and
wholesalers, providing insights into
inflationary trends in the early stages of the
supply chain.

Option Analysis:

a) Incorrect. Consumer price fluctuations at
the retail level are measured by the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), not the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI). b) Incorrect.
Changes in the cost of goods and services
purchased by households are also reflected
in the Consumer Price Index (CPI), not the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI). d) Incorrect.
Fluctuations in the prices of goods and
services traded on the stock market are not
measured by the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI), which focuses on wholesale price
changes of goods.




Question 13: What is the base year for the
calculation of Wholesale Price Inflation (WPI)
in India?

a) 2001-02

b) 2011-12

c) 2015-16

d) 2020-21

Answer: b) 2011-12

Explanation: The base year for the calculation
of Wholesale Price Inflation (WPI) in India is
2011-12. This serves as the reference point
against which price changes are measured.

Question 14: In India, who is responsible for
the compilation and publication of the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)?

a) Ministry of Finance

b) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

c) Central Statistical Office (CSO)

d) Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI)

Answer: c) Central Statistical Office (CSO)
Explanation: The Centr istical Office
(CSO) under the Minist
Programme Implement
for the compila
Consumer Price

Question 15: Question: Which of the
following items is typically NOT included in
the calculation of Consumer Price Index
(CPI)?
a) Food and beverages
b) Housing
c) Stock market investments ’

)

their daily lives. However, stock
estments are not considered part
consumer spending and are therefore not
luded in the CPI calculation. Options a), b),
d d) are incorrect because they represent
items that are commonly included in CPI
calculations.

d) Transportation \




